
327Administration of George W. Bush, 2002 / Mar. 1

dads know that the most important job they
will ever have is to love their children—is
to love their children. Churches and syna-
gogues and mosques, who have these fan-
tastic neighborhood healing programs, need
to be unleashed in America through the
faith-based initiative that I have proposed.
You see, Government shouldn’t fear faith.
We ought to welcome faith and the power
of faith to change people’s lives in a very posi-
tive way.

You know, I was working the ropeline over
there at the retirement plan ceremony, and
I ran into a guy I met in Colfax, Iowa, from
Teen Challenge. It was a fantastic experience
during the course of the caucuses because
it gave me a chance to explain to people what
I meant when—how faith changes life. But
I’ll never forget the heroin addict from Chi-
cago standing up and saying he was clean
because a power greater than himself en-
tered into his heart.

These kinds of programs Government
can’t create. But these kind of programs exist
in America because of the goodness of Amer-
ica. And this society is changing, as we un-
leash this compassion, as people understand
that part of being responsible is not only re-
sponsible for your own family but responsible
for loving a neighbor. And it’s taking place
in the country, and it’s so powerful and posi-
tive, that leads me to say that out of this evil
is going to come a stronger, more decent,
more humble society.

There’s defining moments that take place
in our history, and I think a defining moment
was Flight 93, when people on an airplane,
on cell phones, told their wives they loved
them, said a prayer, and drove a plane into
the ground to save somebody’s life, to serve
something greater than yourself. It’s the ulti-
mate testimony to the American character
and the American spirit which defines this
Nation for what it is, the greatest nation on
the face of the Earth. And I am really proud
to be its President.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:54 a.m. in the
Des Moines Room at the Marriott Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Katie Roth, whose hus-
band Luke Roth was the President’s Iowa State
campaign director; Kathy Latham, wife of Rep-
resentative Latham; Chuck Larson, Jr., chairman,

Republican Party of Iowa; former Iowa Governors
Robert D. Ray and Terry Branstad; Mary Kramer,
president, Iowa State Senate; Brent Siegrist,
speaker, Iowa State House of Representatives;
and Cal Eldred, former pitcher, Chicago White
Sox. Representative Tom Latham is a candidate
for reelection in Iowa’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict.

Statement on Establishing the
Klamath River Basin Federal
Working Group
March 1, 2002

A prolonged drought and complex Federal
and State legal issues have made for difficult
times in the Klamath River Basin. Today I
am establishing the Klamath River Basin
Federal Working Group to address concerns
raised by farmers, ranchers, fishermen,
tribes, and others affected by these difficult
conditions. I have directed Secretary Norton,
Secretary Veneman, Secretary Evans, and
CEQ Chairman Connaughton to advise me
of the immediate and long-term actions nec-
essary to enhance water quality and quantity
and to address the other complex economic
and natural resource issues in the Klamath
River Basin. I have directed the Working
Group to begin their efforts immediately. I
want to thank Senator Gordon Smith and
Congressman Greg Walden for their com-
mitment to working together to find a lasting
solution that meets the needs of the Klamath
River Basin.

Memorandum on the Klamath River
Basin Federal Working Group
March 1, 2002

Memorandum for the Secretary of the
Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of Commerce, the Chairman of the
Council on Environmental Quality

Subject: Klamath River Basin Federal
Working Group

The 2001 drought in the Klamath River
Basin in Oregon and California, along with
Federal legal requirements regarding water
use, resulted in a scarcity of water available
both for agricultural use and for maintenance
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